HPLC was carried out using C4 (2.1 x 50 mm) column at 40 ºC with a flow rate of 0.5 mL/min. The eluent was monitored at 210 nm, with on-line electrospray mass spectrometry (MS) using an Agilent 1100 LC-ion trap. Peptides were purified on C8 silica using a column of dimensions 10 X 250 mm. The silica used was TP Vydac. Crude peptides were loaded onto the prep column in acid solution and eluted at a flow rate of 5 mL per minute with a shallow gradient (e.g. 15%B-35%B over 100 minutes) of increasing concentrations of solvent B in solvent A. Fractions containing the pure target peptide were identified by analytical LC, and were combined and lyophilized. Typical recovered yields of purified peptides were: L-proinsulin(Phe 
